
As Good Shepherd works through the 
search process to select a new rector, 
we would do well to remember that 
this is also a time of searching for our 
diocese as we seek a new bishop. One 
member of the nominating committee 
for the new bishop is Good Shepherdôs 
Louis Glosson, who gives us this 
update on the work and the process. 

 

The nominating committee is made up 
of 25 members of our Diocese who 
were selected by the Standing 
Committee, which at this time makes 
decisions of our Diocese. 

There are 13 Lay persons, 12 Priest 
and 2 Chaplains.  We do a lot of 
praying when we meet as a whole or 
when we meet in our sub committees.  
We also have a consultant.  All of the 
priests will vote at the special 
convention, while other members who 
are elected by their parish to be 
delegates will also vote. 

I serve on the sub committee of 
Education.  We are responsible for 

educating our 
dioceses on the 
process of 
selecting a new 
Bishop, but also 
on questions 
people may have 
about the role of 
the Bishops.  
How do we get 
the information 
out?   

ǒWe rely on a member of the 
committee to answer the question that 
were asked at the listening sessions 
and the survey which was taken in our 
dioceses.   
ǒWe utilize the communication 
department of the diocese which is 
already in place.   

ǒ The Diocese web page includes 
information and is an effective way to 
follow the Episcopate Transition.  It 
includes information on the charge of 
the Nominating Committee and the 
Time Table toward electing our New 
Bishop. 

We will start to receive nomination in 
March thru April.  The next step will be  
to screen and interview candidates 
much like the process at Good 
Shepherd as we search for a New 
Priest.  

We expect to interview 15 to 20 
candidates. 

The Episcopal Church has 109 
Dioceses in 16 Countries and a number 
of those are also in the search process. 

  An important part of the process is 
Discernment.  Discernment (from the 
Latin discernere) is literally a process  
separating or sorting out and choosing 
among good options. I our case it is a 
process of choosing the one from 
among the nominees for Bishop who 
we believe God has called to that 
ministry. 

Our work will be finished after the 
discernment retreat in October 2018. 
We are charged to send 3 to 5 names to 
the Standing committee after our 
discernment of the candidates. 

Prayer for  
a Bishop Search 

O God, we ask you to bring us your 
next faithful servant to minister to the 
people of Southern California and 
Yuma, Arizona as we work to bring 
healing and peace through a 
commitment to justice, a desire to grow 
deeper relationships with Christ and 
one another, and a foundation of 
respecting the dignity of all. In the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

The Search for a Bishop 
The Work of the Nominating Committee 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 2 3 

 

4 

3rd Sunday in 
Lent 

5 6 

Michael Cox 

7 

Adam & Polly 
Harsany 

Stations of the 
Cross 5:30pm 

Soup Supper 6pm 

8 

 

9 10 

Carolyn Castner 

Lily Bergreen 

GOLF 

TOURNAMENT! 

 

11 

Daylight Savings 

4th Sunday in 
Lent 

12 13 

 

14 

Stations of the 
Cross 5:30pm 

Soup Supper 6pm 

15 

 

16 

Daniel Crane 
Alison Ficke 
Linda Vasey 

17 

 

18 

5th Sunday in 
Lent 

19 

Mary Schmitt 

20 

 

21 

Stations of the 
Cross 5:30pm 

Soup Supper 6pm 

22 

 

23 24 

 

25 

Ellison Aszterbaum 

 

 

 

26 27 

Ethan 
Aszterbaum 

28 

Carmen Jetea 
Johnson 

29 30 
Stephan Moses & 

Joyce Ball 

 

 

Tenebrae 4:30 

31 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 

Tom James 
Roland Will  

5 6 

 

Susan Gaites  

7 

 

Dorothy Binette 
Maria Norman  

 

8 

 

9 10 11 

Kimberly Reilly 
Yong Wellington 

Valley Restart 
Meal Ministry  

12 

 

 

Janet Strickland 

 

13 14 

Tammy Terrell 

 

 

15 16 17 

 

18 19 

 

20 

Madison  
Bergreen  

21 

 

22 

 
Good Shepherd 
Sunday 

23 

Molly Jo  
Kimball  

24 

Tim Norcott  

 

25 26 

 

27 28 

 

29 

 

30      
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The Vestryð2018 Meditations 
The Vestry is off to a very busy 
year at Good Shepherd as we con-
tinue through this Interim Period.  

   Members of the Vestry have now 
accepted their missions or areas of 
concern for the 
coming year:   

Linda Rush 
Senior Warden 
Worship & Music 

 
Gerald LaPreze 
Junior Warden 
Bldgs, Grounds,  
Disaster Preparedness 

 

 
Empy Alagona 

Stewardship, Fund-
Raising 

 

Edward Moore 
Search Committee,  
Finance 

 
John Fricker 

Bldgs & Grounds,  
Finance  

 
Susan Gaites 
Stewardship,  
Fundrais-
ing 

 
      Mae Kramer 

      Ushers & Greeters 

 
Dale Brusewitz 
Bldgs, Grounds,  
Disaster Preparedness 

 

 
     Linda Brown 

      Hospitality; ECW 

    
 

ñALMIGHTY AND 
EVERLSASTING GOD,  
YOU HATE NOTHING THAT 
YOU HAVE CREATED,  
AND FORGIVE THE SINS OF 
ALL WHO ARE PENITENT.ò 

THE PROFOUND SEASON OF 
LENT FOR US IS OUR 
BIGGEST TEST. 

FOR WE MUST TRULY 
CONFESS OUR LOVE OF 
GOD AND OUR NEIGHBOR. 

WE MUST BE ABLE TO 
FORGIVE, AS HE DID, AND 
SHOW OUR LOVE AND 
LABOR 

DISCARD ALL SINFUL 
HABITS,  
AND PUTTING ALL HATE 
TO REST! 

LENT IS THE SEASON OF 
ñSELF-EVALUATION, 

BELIEVING IN HIS MOST 
SACRED LOVESô 
ADMISSION. 

KNOWING, ALWAYS THAT 
FOR US, HIS RIGHTEOUS 
SON WAS SENT. 

TO BE UPON AND LOVE US 
ALWAYS, NOT JUST 
DURING LENT! 

 

Richard Taylor 

 
IT IS NOW THAT WE SHOULD 
ALL HUMBLY CONFESS 

ALL OUR UNGODLY SINS AND 
WICKENDNESS! 

WE MUST TRULY REPENT, 
AND TO ALL, GRANT FOR-
GIVENESS, 

AS WE OPENLY PRAY AND 
WAIT FOR HIS EASTER 
GREATNESS! 

 

SOON THAT MOST GLORIOUS 
DAY WILL BE HERE. 

HEôLL RISE, AND TO HIS FA-
THERôS SIDE DRAW NEAR. 

HIS HOLINESS WILL BE OUR 
OUTERCOAT TO WEAR, 

ETERNAL LIGHT,  OUR TORCH 
WEôLL CARRY WITHOUT 
FEAR! 

 

LET US NOT WASTE TIME, 
SINNING AGAINST ONE AN-
OTHER, 

LET HIS LIGHT AND LOVE,  
KEEP US ALL BOUND TO-
GETHER. 

THE SUFFERING HE EN-
DURED, THE BLOOD, THE 
PAIN; THESE MATTER. 

FOR NOW WE KNOW, THEY 
WERE DONE FOR US AND ALL 
OTHERS!  

Richard Taylor 
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   A question for parents:  Did you ever have to 
fulfill a promise your child made but couldnôt keep? 
Maybe it was the son who promised his teacher to 
bring cupcakes for the big bake sale. (He wasnôt 
going to make themðyou were.)  Or the daughter 
who promised to pick up friends for the big game. 
(She couldnôt even drive!) Or the grandchild who 
was going to be disappointed if you didnôt get that 
toy that your son or daughter promised to get but 
couldnôt find.  Itôs a scenario that parents know well. 
But just how far would you go to help a child to 
keep a promise? Would you leave your home, your 
friends, your job? Would you uproot your life to 
help your child? Itôs not just a curious question for 
discussion. It was just such a situation that brought 
about the beginning of Church of the Good 
Shepherd! 

   In our last issue, we met the first Episcopal priest 
assigned to our valley: the Rev. Laurence Nelson 
Booth. Following his ordination in May, 1901, the 
local papers regularly announced ñEPISCOPAL 
SERVICES are held in Guild Hall every Sunday at 
11 oôclock a.m. Sunday school is at 10 a.m. Rev. L. 
N. Booth, Rector.ò It had taken 9 years, but the 
Episcopalians of the valley at last had a rector and a 
future. 

   By that fall, things didnôt look quite as optimistic. 
In September the country was shaken by the 
assassination of President McKinley. The national 
mourning brought together valley churches in a 
community memorial service where Rev. Booth 
served with his fellow clergymen. But at the same 
time, his health was flagging.    

   The first sign of his difficulties came in the ñTown 
Topicsò column of the Hemet News that September:  
ñRev. Booth has been having his residence 
thoroughly renovated, as he is expecting his two 
sisters to arrive in a few days from the East to 
remain with him several months.ò  They were not 
coming to escape the Minnesota winter. They were 
coming to help their brother. His illness is never 
mentioned, but it appears that he was suffering from 
consumption, or tuberculosis. At this time in our 
nationôs history, one in seven Americans were 
suffering from this lingering disease; 110,000 
Americans were dying from consumption each year.  

As Rev. Booth prepared for the arrival of his sisters, 
he also officiated at a funeral for a man who had died 
ñ at his home on the mesaé of consumption.ò 

   Services continued weekly, with communion offered 
on the first Sunday of each month. But Rev. Booth 
was becoming weaker and less able to handle his 
duties. At the end of October, Laurence and his sister 
Sarah traveled to Los Angeles and it seems likely that 
he discussed with the bishop his concern over the 
continued ministering to his congregation in San 
Jacinto. We have no record of such a discussion, but it 
seems probable that he was told that there was no 
other priest ready to take over the spiritual care of the 
San Jacinto congregation, a congregation that the 
young Rev. Booth had come to care about deeply. If 
the diocese had no solution for the situation, Rev. 
Booth would need to find an answer elsewhere. 

   That answer was an appeal to his father back in 

Minnesota. Laurenceôs father, at age 66, had served 

the church in Minnesota for 28 years. A Civil War 

veteran and graduate of Seabury Divinity School, his 

mission had been Central Minnesota where he served 

a difficult terrain of scattered farm homes and where 

he had established 

St. Lukeôs church 

in Willmar. A 

widower and the 

father of ten, he 

was faced with a 

difficult decision: 

his eldest son 

needed his help to 

keep the mission in 

San Jacinto together. 

Laurenceôs illness 

was bound to linger 

through the winter. His father responded as only a 

loving father could. The Hemet News reported on 

Dec. 12: ñThe Rev. D. T. Booth has arrived in San 

Jacinto from Minneapolis. On account of the poor 

health of his son, Rev. L. Booth, he will act as pastor 

of the Episcopalian church during the winter.ò  

   The Rev. Daniel Theodore Booth had taken leave 

A Fatherôs Love and a Church Begun 

St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church in 
Willmar, Minn.., the home church 
built by Rev. D. T. Booth where Lau-
rence was ordained to the deaconate. 
Sadly, it closed and was sold in 2016. 
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from his work in Minnesota for the purpose of  
supporting his brilliant son and to serving valley 
Episcopalians during Laurenceôs illness. He 

proved indefatigable 
and by early the 
following year he had 
made a visit to San 
Diego and had created 
a connection with  the 
priest at Trinity 
Church in Redlands 
with whom he 
occasionally traded 
pulpits. 

  In the Spring, 
Laurenceôs illness 
caused him to move 
out of his house. In 
March the Hemet News 
noted that the young 
priest ñis greatly 
improved in appearance 
since he has established 
his camp at the mouth of 

San Jacinto canyon.ò  But he wasnôt cured.   

   His father would need to remain a bit longer.  

   That month the elder Booth made a short trip to 
Los Angeles, possibly to arrange to continue 
serving the Diocese of Los Angeles as a guest 
from the Diocese of Minnesota.  In May he hosted 
Bishop Johnson for a visitation, and in June he 
proved quite popular in addressing fellow veterans 
in a Memorial Day address at the Odd Fellowsô 
Hall.  

   By early 1903, Laurence Booth moved to 
Colorado, probably to Denver or Colorado 
Springs, areas that were advertised as offering 
fresh mountain air and clean water needed to cure 
óconsumption.ô (Colorado Springs was where 
Helen Hunt Jackson found her cure for 
tuberculosis.) 
 
Valley Episcopalians prayed for their young rector. 

Rev. D. T. Booth would remain a bit longer. 

Meanwhile local politics were at work in Hemet.  

   When St. Paulôs Mission was established in 
1891, the common belief was that San Jacinto 
would be the primary town in the valley, but after 
1895 when the Hemet Dam was completed, it was 

Hemetôs growth that 
accelerated. By 1903, 
quite a number of the 
Episcopalians 
attending services in 
San Jacinto worked, 
lived, and owned 
businesses in Hemet. 
They were bankers, 
store owners, citrus 
farmers and 
professional men and they felt 
the Episcopal mission should be connected to Hemet, 
not San Jacinto.  

   Undoubtedly Bishop Johnson had multiple dis-
cussions on this subject when he visited the valley in 
February of 1903.  Rev. Booth had  a lot of experience 
in forming new missions ï it had been one of his major 
duties in Minnesota.  The discussions with the bishop 
and the experience of Rev. Booth proved productive.  
On March 15, Rev. Booth held the first Episcopal 
service in Hemet ï at Hewitt Hall.  St. Paulôs Mission 
would continue to be the primary congregation in the 
valley ï Laurenceôs congregation ï but now Hemet 
would have the Mission of the Good Shepherd.   

   Rev. D. T. Booth was needed to serve both missions. 
He would need to remain a bit longer. 

   The news from Colorado was not promising. A week 
after the first service in Hemet, word came that 
Laurenceôs illness had grown quite serious. Then on 
June 5, the Hemet News reported: ñRev. D. T. Booth 
received the sad news of the death of his son Rev. L. 
N. Booth in Colorado last Wednesday.ò  

   That simple announcement was the only local notice 
of the loss of this brilliant young priest, the heartbreak 
of his family, and the feeling of bereavement to an 
entire congregation.  

   The diocesan convention report for 1904 would 
finally publish Laurenceôs obituary and honor his brief 
life and service:  ñMeet for the Masterôs use, prepared 
unto every good work.ò 

   The sonôs promise had been fulfilled: St. Paulôs was 
active with weekly services and numerous activities. 
Beyond that, a new mission had begun a few miles 
away in Hemet. But Laurence would not be returning 
to be rector. 

   The Rev. Daniel T. Booth would need to remain in 
the valley a bit longer.  
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The Rev. D. T. Booth was 66 
years old and had served the 
church for almost three dec-
ades when he arrived in the 
valley in response to his sonôs 
need. 

Hemet Dam, 1895 



Shepherd and St. Johnôs 
Lutheran churches. Singers 
and readers will join 
together for the dramatic 
presentation, ñBehold the 
Darknessò by Benjamin 
Harlan.  Two performances 
are being planned on Good 
Friday. The first will be at 
4:30 p.m. at Good 
Shepherd; a 7 p.m. performance will then be 
performed at St. Johnôs.  

   To join in these exciting musical plans ð as a 
singer, a ringer, or a reader ð let Jean Will know. 
Rehearsals for the choir are scheduled for 

Thursdays at 4 p.m. at St. 
Johnôs or at 6:30 p.m. at 
Good Shepherd. Additional 
rehearsals for the Tenebrae 
will be announced as needed.  

 The music program at Good Shepherd is busy 
preparing for the most holy time in the church year 
and is welcoming new members to both the choir 
and the chime choir. 

  The chime choir is busy preparing an exciting 
piece for Holy Week:  ñPalm Sunday Glory.ò 
Rehearsals happen weekly on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. in 
All Hallows. New members are welcome to joinð
there are always one or two chimes waiting for you 
to come and play them.  

   The choir, in addition to the usual weekly 
rehearsal, is preparing a special version of ñThe 
Hallelujah Chorusò for Easter morning. New 
members are welcome here, also, and with music 
for other Holy Week services. 

   During this interim period, the service plan for 
Holy Week includes Maundy Thursday and the 
Good Friday noon service, but does not include the 
Great Vigil of Easter on Saturday night. To offset 
this, Music Director Jean Will is planning a 
Tenebrae service to include a joint choir of Good 
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Music Program Plans for Holy Week, Easter 

Interfaith Council 

THE SHEPHERDôS VOICE 

   For the past 15 years, a number of churches and 
faith groups in the Hemet-San Jacinto area have 
joined together in an Interfaith Council. The councilôs 
mission is to promote interfaith understanding, assist 
and unite our community through dedicated 
participation and service. 

   Since the beginning, Good Shepherd has hosted 
meetings and events for the Council. The most noted 
among these activities has been the Interfaith 
Thanksgiving service in which clergy, choirs and 
congregations from a number of churches share their 
Thanksgiving traditions with each other. 

   The Good Shepherd representative 
to the Interfaith Council for a 
number of years was John Ellis, who 
passed away earlier this year. The 
council meets each month with 
meetings currently happening at the 
Presbyterian church. 

   Council meetings are open to 
anyone who is interested in the mission of this group, 
and Good Shepherd needs a representative who can 
attend monthly meetings and bring information from 

the council back to our congregation.  

   If youôre interested in this worthwhile work, let a 
Vestry member know or email the Interfaith 
president, Michael Madrigal at 

interfaithcouncil1985@yahoo.com. 

One of the major activities of the Interfaith Council is the annual 
Thanksgiving service, this one at Pilgrim Congregational Church. 



 



Mailing Label 

Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 

308 E. Acacia Ave. 

Hemet, CA    92543 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 

TuesðFri:  9am-1:30pm 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 

7:45     Morning Prayer 
8:00 Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
10:30 Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
10:40 Sunday School 

Weekday Services 

Thursday, 12 Noon  
Holy Eucharist and Healing Service 

308 E. Acacia Ave. 
Hemet, CA  92543 

Phone: (951) 929-1152 
FAX:  (951) 658-0816 

E-Mail: 

parishoffice@goodshepherdhemet.org 

Visit us on line at 

goodshepherdhemet.org  

 

The Rt. Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 
Assisting Bishop 

Linda Rush 
Senior Warden 

Good Shepherd is a parish of 

 

 

 

 


